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SUB J : SOUTH AFRICA RESUMES IMPORTING TEA FROM MAURITIUS 

1. FOLLOWING STRONG ATTACKS MADE AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA 
BY MAURITIAN UN AMBASSADOR RAMPHUL IN UNGA LAST MONTH, 
SOUTH AFRICA STOPPED BUYING TEA FROM MAURITIUS. HOWEVER, 
SAG DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS ANNOUNCED NOVEMBER 22 
THAT IMPORTATION OF TEA HAS BEEN RESUMED. 

2. SAG DECISION CAME AFTER GOM HAD SWALLOWED ITS PRIDE 
AND ASSURED SAG THAT RAMPHUL'S ROLE IN ATTEMPTING TO 
STOP SA FONMIN MULLER FROM ADDRESSING GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
HAD IN NO WAY REPRESENTED GOM POLICY. ACCORDING DFA 
STATEMENT, MAURITIAN PRIME MINISTER RAMGOOLAM AND 
FOREIGN MINISTER DUVAL HAD EXPLAINED TO SAG THAT RAMPHUL 
THEIR EXPLANATIONS WERE CONVEYED BY GOM MISSION TO 
SOUTH AFRICA LED BY MINCOMMERCE AND INDUSTRIES 
MARCHAND. SAG WAS ASSURED MAURITIUS "DID NOT SEEK TO 
BECOME INVOLVED IN MOVES AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA". DFA 
STATEMENT SAID THAT DUVAL INFORMED SAG THAT AMBASSADOR 
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RAMPHUL WAS BEING RECALLED FOR CONSULTATIONS. 
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3. COMMENT: GOM'S ASSURANCES TO SAG UNDERSCORE IMPOR- 
TANCE TO NAURITIUS OF ITS TEA SALES TO SOUTH AFRICA. 

DFA STATEMENT NOTES THAT IN PRESS INTERVIEW OCTOBER 26 
DUVAL HAD STRESSED THAT ECONOMIC INTERESTS OF MAURITIUS 
WERE AN IMPORTANT FACTOR INFLUENCING ITS RELATIONS WITH 
SOUTH AFRICA. 

HURD 
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